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Dimethylarginines in Human Amniotic Fluid
To the Editor:
In this laboratory we separate constituents of urine and other biological fluids by use of a high-resolution amino acid analyzer with nanomole sensitivity
(1).
We observed an increase of the excretion of methylated arginines in pa- The amino acid analyzer has been described in detail previously (4) . We used a 0.636 X 82 cm column packed with 10-sm particles of sulfonated cation-exchange resin (Aminax A-7; lot no. 3192; Bio-Rad Laboratories, Inc., Dimethylated arginines are known to be present in plasma and urine (2, 5) , but to our knowledge the presence of such compounds in amniotic fluid has not been demonstrated before, probably because of the minute quantities involved. Although the source of these dimethylated arginines in the amniotic fluid is not clear, Levy and Montag (6) speculate that amino acids in amniotic fluid are derived either from the metabolic waste of the fetus or from the maternal blood circulation (5) . Once the quantities of DMA and DM'A in normal amniotic fluid are established, perhaps one could use these data for genetic screening of certain diseases such as Duchenne's muscular dystrophy.
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